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From the Mayor’s Office
A number of
years ago when
someone
asked
me where I lived
and I said Talent
- they would look
at me strange and
say “oh, I see”.
Today,
however,
when
someone
asks me where
I am from and I
say Talent, their
response is almost always “oh what
a wonderful little town, I wish I lived
there”. So what has changed in such
a few short years? First of all, our City
Government has worked very hard at
providing safe streets, excellent city
services, good parks, and one of the
best managed up and coming cities in
the valley. But most of all, our success
can be attributed to the citizens who
take an active role in volunteering
to make Talent such a unique and
great place to live. Several years ago
we struggled just to have enough
volunteers to keep our Planning and
Parks Commission functional. Today
we have volunteers who build trails,
manage a tree nursery, work in
parks, promote public arts, promote
recycling, promote gardening, etc.
Recently, a group of volunteers led
by Jim Larson and Sharon Anderson
cleaned up the triangle planter on the
north entrance to our City. Another
group of volunteers works with our
Harvest Festival which, by the way,
keeps getting better and better (and
larger) each year. So the real credit
for the success of our city can be
attributed to the willingness of our
citizens to work hard at building a city
where we are all proud to call home. If
you would like to take part in the great
volunteer effort in Talent, call me or
Melissa Huhtala at 541-535-1566.
We can help direct you to a group of
others with the same interests.
By now, I am sure you can tell I am
proud to be the Mayor of one of the best
managed up and coming communities
in the Rogue Valley. I hope none of
us take for granted the lifestyle we
continue to build and enjoy in Talent.
Bill Cecil, Mayor
541-535-1566
mayor@cityoftalent.org

From the Parks and
Recreation Commission
Summer Recreation Program
The summer recreation schedule is
now available at City Hall and on the
City website (click on “Departments,”
then “Parks,” then “Recreation,
Programs & Clinics”). The summer
program offers classes that will
keep our youth active, creative, and
intellectually
stimulated
during
summer break. You can now register
and pay online using GovTeller on
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Melissa Huhtala
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www.cityoftalent.org
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(541) 535-1566
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the City of Talent Website!
Through affordable classes and
scholarship
opportunities,
the
program seeks to serve every child who
wishes to take classes. If you would
like to contribute to the scholarship
fund or sponsor a class, please e-mail
us at ParksComm@cityoftalent.org.

News from the Talent PD
By Chief Mike Moran

In May we learned of the passing of
a former Talent Police Chief. Chief Ed
Hanson served the City of Talent from
February 3, 2003 to June 30, 2003.
Chief Hanson was appointed as an
interim chief to help transition between
chiefs while the City conducted a
lengthy process to hire a new Chief.
Chief Hanson at that point was
retired from the Oregon State Police.
I worked with him when he was the
local station commander and I was
with Medford PD. He was always a
high quality police professional. While
at TPD he helped the City with the
budget, replacing vehicles and staff
shortages. All these pieces were in
place when Chief Bob Rector took
over in July 2003. Chief Hanson’s
work was essential to keeping TPD
operating well.
Our condolences go out to Chief
Hanson’s family. We salute him for his
many years of service to the State of
Oregon and especially to the City of
Talent.

Talent Celebrates Trees
Congratulations to Talent on its
14th year of being proclaimed a Tree
City USA!
To qualify as a Tree City by the
National Arbor Day Foundation, Talent
has to demonstrate its commitment
to urban forestry (see http://www.
arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA).
The Arbor Day festivities on April 19
confirmed that we are a community
that strongly values trees, and is
willing to put time and effort into
cultivating them to enhance our town.
A young black tupelo tree (also
known as sour gum or nyssa sylvatica)
was planted at the corner of Ray’s
parking lot, by a team led by arborist
Chris John. The tree was donated by

Ray’s, whose manager Adam Balero
also helped plant it, as well as donating
mixed nuts and organic pear juice that
were enjoyed during the event at the
Talent skate park.
In the skate park Sharon Anderson
introduced
City
Councilor
EJ
McManus, who read the mayoral
proclamation while a representative
of the Oregon Department of Forestry
presented the city with a flag and
plaque. Sixteen tree saplings were
distributed by Talent’s Friends of
Trees, including maple, spruce and
madrone.
Talent residents chose
their trees from a selection brought
from the new tree nursery. Games and
art projects entertained the children,
while Jeffri Lynn Carrington sang folk
songs, accompanied by musicians on
hurdy-gurdy, bagpipes and drum. It
was a great turn out thank you to all
who participated!

Thank You
The Together for Talent Committee
would like to thank Meadowsweet
Levi for all of her hard work and
persistence on Talent being Pesticide
Free! On April 9th a 60 day trial began
on using only organic fertilizers and
sprays including the City’s Skate Park
as a third pesticide-free zone. For two
years now Meadowsweet and her 4
year old son Lorien continue to show
to almost every City Council meeting
to pursue this issue. Her efforts to
have children wander barefoot in all
Talents lands has been heard and
we greatly appreciate the continued
progress.

FROM TOGETHER FOR
TALENT
FORUM:
PROTECTING
POLLINATORS

OUR

When:
Saturday, June 7th
10:00-12:00
Where:
Talent Public Library
What:		
Forum on Protecting
Our Pollinators
Sponsored by: Talent Garden Club,
Together for Talent, Bee City USA –
Talent, and Pollinator Project Rogue
Valley

Presenters:
Peter
Schroeder,
Associate
Professor of Biology at Southern
Oregon University, will discuss the
types of insect pollinators that populate
the Rogue Valley, how pesticides
affect those pollinators, how to avoid
pollinator loss from pesticide use, and
how to promote their abundance and
activity.
Laura Ferguson, Director of the
College of the Melissae, will discuss
the current plight of the honeybees,
their role in our lives (food, medicine,
and other products), the long history
of the bee-human relationship, and
their link to spirituality in nature.
Dolly Warden, Member of the
Together for Talent Committee, will
discuss Talent’s route to becoming
a Bee City USA, the requirements
for receiving this designation, the
importance of celebrating these
pollinators, and some projects that
we are undertaking in Talent to help
bees and other pollinators.
Refreshments will be served by
the Together for Talent Committee.
Garden Club members are asked to
stay for a short meeting that will begin
once the forum concludes. The public
is invited to this forum.
For more information contact:
Dolly Warden, 541-897-9965
dolly.
warden17@gmail.com

The Green Up and Clean
Up 2014 Report!
This year the Together for Talent
Committee expanded their Green Up
and Clean Up to a week.
They kicked it off with the first ever
expanded Recycling Drop-Off which
was a success and the Community
response was great!!
The Total Collected:
Metals: Approx. 1080 lbs which
included water heaters, motors,
window siding, a dryer, etc..
E-water: Approx. 6000 lbs of old
computers, screens tv’s, printers, cell
phones, old equipment cables, etc.
Household batteries: 300 lbs,
Compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs):
186 CFL bulbs.

Household goods: The Salvation
Army’s 2 ton truck left 100% full of
household goods.
Thank you to ECS Refining,
Schnitzer Metals, Salvation Army and
Ashland Hardware for collecting the
items.
There were also two information
tables at the Saturday Drop-Off staffed
with master recyclers and a natural
yard care expert. The Master Recyclers
table had a demo of items that
appear recyclable but aren’t, and the
Natural Yard Care table had valuable
information
about
alternatives,
including recipes for weed and pest
management. Both were well received.
In total there were 23 volunteers,
and approximately 150 participants.
The rest of the week included three
different garden work project parties
at three different sites in the City with
varying degrees of success.
Fourteen volunteers showed up
at the Colver Triangle work party
and one/third of the triangle was
completed. Two more work parties will
complete the job and are scheduled
for Saturday, May 31st and Thursday,
June 5th beginning at 9am. Bring a
friend, wear gloves and sunscreen and
bring a water bottle and tools. Contact
Sharon Anderson for more information
541-535-9055.
A lot of improvements were made by
the work party at Talent’s Great Green
Garden, May 17th.
Seventeen volunteers showed up.
The Great Green is now ready for
planting, has several beds available
and is looking for more community
gardeners. Nice-sized plots are only
$25/year. Contact Kristi Rutkai at
541-840-0469 for info.
A small but committed handful of
volunteers attended the Rock Garden
across from the Library on Wednesday,
May 14th, which is an ongoing project
led by Elizabeth Zwick. A bench was
added followed by some design-work,
landscaping and planting. Contact
Elizabeth Zwick at 541-499-2264 for
information.
Thank you to all who participated
and we are looking forward to this
event next year!

Fire Safety
At the June 4th City Council
Meeting, Fire Chief Dan Marshall will
be giving a report on the predicted Fire
Season and the proper precautions
that should be taken to avoid fires.
All public is welcome. The Council
Meeting is at 6:30 in the Talent
Community Center, 206 E. Main
Street.
WANTED- COMMITTEE &
COMMISSIONER MEMBERS!
Architectural Review Committee
There are currently 4 vacancies for
the Architectural Review Committee.
The Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday
of every month.
Planning Commission
There currently are 2 Alternate
Planning Commission vacancies. The
Commission meets the 4th Thursday
of every month.
Parks and Recreation Commission
There is currently 1 vacancy for a
Parks Commissioner and 2 vacancies
for alternates. The Commission meets
the 2nd Wednesday of every month.
For more information for any of
these vacancies please contact Melissa
Huhtala at City Hall: 541-535-1566 or
email: Melissa@cityoftalent.org. You
can stop by City Hall for an application
or find one online at www.cityoftalent.
org
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