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Tempered by Fire,
Forging a Path Together

Up From The Ashes,
Hope Will Arise

Will We Welcome
Everyone Home?

Greetings, friends and neighbors.
My heart is with you all as we recover
from the devastating Almeda Fire that
ravaged so many of our homes and
businesses. Many of us evacuated in
a state of confusion and fear, with just
the clothes on our backs, not knowing
what would be left standing when we
returned.
Innumerable heroes emerged from
the ashes and rubble within days of
the conflagration. City staff worked
tirelessly, continuing to put out literal
and bureaucratic fires and restore our
utilities and rights of way in record time.
Local nonprofit staff and volunteers
pushed through their exhaustion
to ensure that water, generated
power, food, information, and basic
supplies reached mutual aid centers
for distribution for our displaced and
most vulnerable residents. Local
restaurants helped to feed volunteers
and community members, and local
businesses squeezed in temporary
office space for displaced businesses.
And of course, hundreds of individuals
stepped up and reached out to help
those in need. Thank you, heroes!
We now face the daunting task
of rebuilding. City Manager Sandra
Spelliscy issued an Executive Order on
September 23rd to allow emergency
transitional accommodations within the
City’s Urban Growth Boundary, aimed
to provide immediate relief to displaced
families. Now we need to work in
continued public-private partnerships
to rebuild Talent as an equitable, safe,
affordable, all-age friendly City. This
will take all of us, working together,
setting aside divisions, and supporting
the best ideas that will help us to retain
our character, retain our families, and
remain #talentstrong.

The Almeda Fire has caused major
destruction, disrupted lives, and has
devastated our spirits in our community
of Talent. One day at a time and
process, make wise choices, move
forward, we must LEARN from this
tragedy so that it may never happen
again. As George Kramer stated:
“There is opportunity in the darkest
days... But there is, even amidst all
this chaos and pain, an opportunity to
do something great, something that
rebuilds community in spiritual as well
as physical ways, to create great places
that, while they won’t replace what was
lost, will be forward looking, that can
be more than simply functional, and
that can establish character that future
residents will value.”
Elected officials must make long term
plans for our community in the next few
weeks and months, we must be right
in our decisions and goals. We must
LEARN from our first responders, who
we all depend on to protect us and be
there when tragedy happens, we must
be right, honest and positive in our
future decisions for all of our residents
so that we may be prepared for the
next disaster that will occur. We must
LEARN!

In the wake of the fire, Talent is at a
crossroads.
Like many people in Talent, I’ve
grieved with neighbors outside what
used to be my home, now burned
to nothing. It’s hard to describe that
feeling unless you’ve been through it.
I’ve also seen our community unite
as I helped stock shelves at the
emergency assistance site set up by
Rogue Action Center, Rogue Climate,
and Talent Maker City so people could
donate or obtain essential supplies.
Even as we mourn and help each
other with basic needs, I’ve had many
people tell me that they are worried
about what sort of “rebuilding” will take
place.
Will we restore our community, bring
everyone back home, and maintain
the diversity that has made our town
special?
Or will this disaster become an
excuse to “rebuild” with expensive
houses that are profitable for the real
estate industry but that most Talent
residents can’t afford?
Talent residents are proud that this
is a place where people from different
backgrounds, cultures, and economic
status feel welcome.
We are all going to have to work
together to keep it that way.
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A Message from the Talent Urban Renewal Agency
During the September 16th Regular Board meeting, the Urban Renewal
Agency’s Board of Directors initiated two efforts to help families affected by the
Almeda Fire. In the meeting, the Board of Directors approved the launch of the
Talent Recovers website and approved a concept plan to provide shelter for
members of the community affected by the Almeda Fire.
Staff has launched the Talent Recovers website after the meeting, which is
accessible at talentrecovers.com. The Talent Recovers website aims to provide
an online resource center for residents and businesses in Talent, Oregon affected
by the Almeda Fire. The website also allows residents or businesses to submit
their information to help our staff to communicate with the community and apply
for future funding programs.
During the September 16th Regular Board meeting, the Board of Directors also
directed staff to complete due diligence regarding a shelter site on the Gateway
Property. The Urban Renewal Agency’s Board of Directors is proactively working
to identify sites, understand infrastructure requirements, and provide shelter
to community members affected by the Fire. Following the meeting, Staff will
continue to work with key stakeholders and City staff to understand the feasibility
of a shelter site on the Gateway Site.
I want to thank the Agency’s Board of Directors and staff for swiftly responding
to fire and identifying programs and initiatives to help those affected by the fire.
Darby Ayers-Flood
TURA Chair

Do I Have To Pay Property Tax On My Destroyed
Home Or Business?
Property owners who have sustained damage or loss to their property as
a result of the Almeda Fire may be eligible for a proration of the current year
property taxes. Individuals who have suffered damage or loss of their property
due to the fires are strongly encouraged to file a proration form with the Jackson
County Assessor’s office.
The form is called Application for Proration of Property Taxes Due to
Damage by Fire or Act of God Applications must be filed with the Assessor’s
office within 60 days of the damage or by June 30 of the tax year (2020-21),
whichever is later. Applications are available outside the County Assessor’s office
at 10 S. Oakdale, Room 300. They can be completed and placed in the marked
box located on the wall outside the door.
The Application for Proration is also available from the following link: https://
www.oregon.gov/dor/forms/FormsPubs/app-for-proration_310-083.pdf
All property in Jackson County is valued as of January 1 of the tax year and
assessed as of July 1. Applications will be processed after the assessment roll
has been certified for the current 2020-21 tax year. Your tax bill will reflect the
original tax obligation due. Prorations will be processed in conjunction with the
Taxation office.
The Assessor’s and Taxation offices ask that property owners keep their records
updated of any change of address by completing and returning a Change of
Mailing Address form located on the Assessor’s website, https://jacksoncountyor.
org/assessor/General/Forms (property tax change of address) or by sending an
email to: taxation@jacksoncounty.org.
For more information, visit the Jackson County Assessor’s Office website at
https://jacksoncountyor.org/assessor. General questions can be answered by
calling the Assessor’s main line at 541-774-6059 or emailing assessors_office@
jacksoncounty.org.
*Spanish interpretive services available by appointment, please call: Maria
Tworek at 541.774.6073

Almeda Fire Cleanup Moves Forward
By Sandra Spelliscy, Talent City Manager

The residents, business owners and friends of the city of Talent have lost so
much over the last few weeks – homes, businesses, cherished pets and memories,
and irreplaceable community connections. The city employees are saddened by
these losses and are doing everything they can to ease the burden for community
members and to bring the city back stronger than ever.
As everyone knows, this is not a quick or easy process – it will take time,
patience and a lot of courage and perseverance on everyone’s part. One of the
first big tasks is to get the fire-damaged areas of the city cleaned up and safe for
rebuilding.
Jackson County and the City of Talent are recommending that property owners
do not attempt to clean up their property themselves. Damaged properties likely
contain many health and safety hazards such as asbestos, toxic chemicals,
hazardous trees and other structural deficiencies. The soot and ash themselves
from the fire contain fine particles that are a particular safety hazard when ingested
into the lungs.
Complying with state and federal hazardous waste laws is complex and requires
special licenses and certifications. Many homeowners and business insurance
policies will not cover the full cost of cleanup, leaving property owners with large
bills to pay.
The State of Oregon has arranged with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to undertake the first phase of the clean-up process. Teams from EPA will
be in Talent in mid-October to begin removing large hazardous household waste
(HHW) items such as propane tanks, pool and yard chemicals, cleaning products,
pesticides, air conditioners and other appliances, and batteries. Removal and
disposal costs for HHW will be paid for by the state and federal governments.
Property owners will be asked to provide permission for teams to enter private
property before any clean-up will begin.
Following removal of household hazardous waste, a larger clean-up process
will be necessary to fully mitigate all hazards and remediate sites so that they
can be rebuilt as homes or businesses. The State of Oregon continues to work
with the federal government to reach an agreement on the scope and financial
responsibility for the final clean-up, to relieve as much of the burden on property
owners as possible, and to ensure that ALL damaged sites are available for
rebuilding.
More information regarding clean-up assistance will be available in the near
future. Please check the city website at www.cityoftalent.org to stay up-to-date.

Page One Press Offers:
Writing Services, Classes,
Presentations and Facilitation

Online classes
available!

Other Services Include:
• Editing or Organizing
Your Writing
• Exploring Publishing “How To’s”
• Grant Writing

Call or email Debra Moon, published author,
to schedule or to inquire about services

debra.moon7@gmail.com • 530-570-5113

