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From the Mayor’s Office

Talent Council has been on a good long search 
to find a new City Manager who will lead the fine 
team at City Hall, managing excellent essential 
services and leading our goals into reality.  Time 
and effort has gone into a critical change in 
leadership, because we know the next 5 to 10 
years will be challenging and, in some ways, 
transformative for Talent.  We are pleased to 
have found a leader who will bring “good fit” 
experiences, skills and professional values, that 
will give Talent an edge into our next years.  Our 

search concluded in August; hiring Sandra Spelliscy to join the Talent team in 
pursuit of a new level of excellence!

Sandy comes from a background in rural, small town government, having 
served a four-year term as a member of the Mt. Shasta, California City Council. 
She is experienced in municipal planning and land use, having spent five years 
as a city planning commissioner. She grew up and attended college in southern 
California and earned a law degree at the University of California, Davis, which 
led to a decades-long career as an environmental professional and non-profit 
administrator, mostly in and around the state capitol in Sacramento. Sandy loves 
to travel and has lived abroad in Mexico, France, and Nicaragua. She speaks 
(almost) fluent Spanish. She and her husband recently relocated to Ashland 
from Mt Shasta, where they live in a net-zero home.

Please stop by City Hall sometime and give Sandy a warm Talent welcome.  
She is excited to engage with residents and hear from folks about what they feel 
are priorities for Talent.

The Flash, which occupies the following two pages, is a publication of the City of Talent and is editorially separate from the rest of the Talent News 
and Review.  All content and editorial choices contained in the rest of the paper are the sole responsibility of the TNR and are not in any way  
associated with the City of Talent.  -JG

THE FLASH

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood

The Bee City: Call for 
Volunteers  

The Bee City USA Talent 
Subcommittee would like to have 
more volunteers.  We promote 
activities and education regarding 
our pollinators, certify pollinator 
gardens with the Talent Garden 
Club, and participate in the Harvest 
Festival Parade.  Our meeting 
time is the second Tuesday of the 
month from 4:00 to 6:00.  Please 
call for our meeting place.

For further details, contact:  
Dolly Warden   

dolly.warden17@gmail.com 
541-897-9965

49th Annual Harvest Festival
By Erin Zelinka  
Harvest Festival Committee
Did you know that the City of Talent’s The Harvest Festival will take place this 
year on Saturday, October 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Talent City Hall and the 
skate park. 
The day kicks off at 8 a.m. with a 5k/10k race organized by Southern Oregon 
Runners, with an award ceremony afterward at The Grotto. 
At 10 a.m., the Grand Parade will start down Main Street, featuring Grand 
Marshall Lester Naught. Les was the Public Works Superintendent for over 30 
years, and we want to celebrate his service! The theme of the parade this year 
is Harvest Dreams.
There will be something for everyone, with musical performances by Emily Turn-
er (10:45 a.m. - Noon), Slow Corpse (12:30 - 2 p.m.) and The Brothers Reed 
(2:30 - 4 p.m.) on the main stage.
In the beer and wine garden, Caldera Brewing Company and Paschal Winery 
will serve up local beverages, and local food carts will also be onsite.
Children’s entertainment will include an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
two-person joust, demonstrations by ScienceWorks, balloon creations by Ingalls’ 
balloons and more.
The Harvest Home section is back with apple pressing, hens, the Rogue Valley 
Weavers & Spinners, and children’s vendor booths with organic veggies from 
the generous Fry Family Farm
The arts are represented as well, with local artisans with items for sale and live 
plein air painting by local artist Jenay Elder.
Please join us for this free, family-friendly, zero-waste event, which would not be 
possible without our generous community partners:
Providence Health & Services, Recology Ashland, Avista, RH2 Engineering, 
Pacific Power, Medicap Pharmacy, State Farm Insurance Agent Brad Linnell, 
Fabricated Glass, Middleway Acupuncture & Herbs, Welburn Electric, The Grot-
to, and Debi Rappaport, LMT & JSJ Practitioner.

Department Update
By Chief Tim Doney
It is that time of year when people are taking vacations. The Talent Police 
Department (TPD) is offering some common-sense tips that may help you 
not fall victim to thieves and burglars when you are away. Please take a few 
moments to think about and implement a plan before leaving on vacation.

• Install good locks on doors and windows and use them;

• Make sure your residence looks occupied; utilize timers on lights, 
radios and/or televisions;

• Ask neighbors to watch your residence or ask TPD to perform vacation 
home checks while you are gone; call TPD at 541-535-1253 for more 
information on home checks conducted by volunteers;

• Notify the US Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx to hold deliveries while 
away or arrange for a neighbor or relative to pick up your mail and 
newspaper while you are gone;

• Have a neighbor place a garbage can at the street on the normal pick-
up date and return it;

• Do not announce your absence on personal answering machines or 
social media.

• 
Please contact us with any non-emergency questions and concerns at 541-
535-1253 and, of course, 911 for emergencies.
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Volunteer Serice  
Awards

The Volunteer Service Award will 
now be awarded on a quarterly 

basis hosted by the City of Talent. 
Nominate your favorite local 

volunteers at Talent City Hall or 
online at bit.ly/VSAnominatons. 

Election Schedule
The Jackson County General  

Election will take place on  
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Prospective candidates should 
keep the following timeline in mind:

Sept. 10, 2018: Last day to file 
candidate statements for voters’ 
pamphlet. 

Nov. 6, 2018: General Election 
Day.

For further details, visit   
www.cityoftalent.org/elections. 
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it’s Going to take 
teamwork
by Jason Clark, Seat 6

How will our community recover from 
such a devastating disaster as the 
Almeda fire?

It will take teamwork, like the 
inspiring efforts we’ve seen from all the 
volunteers who have helped those who 
lost their homes and businesses.

Since the fire, I’ve seen what 
teamwork means up close.

My first thought after the fire was 
about the huge number of families with 
children left without homes.

I started meeting with Red Cross and 
Phoenix-Talent School District officials, 
trying to negotiate an arrangement 
to allow displaced families to be 
safely sheltered temporarily in school 
buildings. 

School officials were very supportive 
but also overwhelmed with starting the 
school year in this time of Covid-19. 
Meanwhile, the Red Cross at first said 
they were willing to train school staff 
or a non-profit to administer temporary 
sheltering but could not commit to 
doing the administration itself.

After a week of meetings, phone 
calls, and emails, Red Cross finally 
reached an agreement to administer 
temporary shelters at the schools. On 
Tuesday, Red Cross opened the first 
shelter at Phoenix Elementary. 

That’s just one example of the 
teamwork we will need to restore our 
community. 

It won’t be easy. But if we all work 
together, we can take care of everyone 
and bring our families home.

up from the ashes, 
Hope Will arise
by John Harrison, Seat 4

The Almeda Fire has caused major 
destruction, disrupted lives, and has 
devastated our spirits in our community 
of Talent.  One day at a time and 
process, make wise choices, move 
forward, we must LEARN from this 
tragedy so that it may never happen 
again.  As George Kramer stated:  
“There is opportunity in the darkest 
days... But there is, even amidst all 
this chaos and pain, an opportunity to 
do something great, something that 
rebuilds community in spiritual as well 
as physical ways, to create great places 
that, while they won’t replace what was 
lost, will be forward looking, that can 
be more than simply functional, and 
that can establish character that future 
residents will value.”  

Elected officials must make long term 
plans for our community in the next few 
weeks and months, we must be right 
in our decisions and goals.  We must 
LEARN from our first responders, who 
we all depend on to protect us and be 
there when tragedy happens, we must 
be right, honest and positive in our 
future decisions for all of our residents 
so that we may be prepared for the 
next disaster that will occur.  We must 
LEARN!

Will We Welcome 
everyone Home? 
Eleanor Ponomareff, Seat 5

In the wake of the fire, Talent is at a 
crossroads.

Like many people in Talent, I’ve 
grieved with neighbors outside what 
used to be my home, now burned 
to nothing. It’s hard to describe that 
feeling unless you’ve been through it.

I’ve also seen our community unite 
as I helped stock shelves at the 
emergency assistance site set up by 
Rogue Action Center, Rogue Climate, 
and Talent Maker City so people could 
donate or obtain essential supplies.

Even as we mourn and help each 
other with basic needs, I’ve had many 
people tell me that they are worried 
about what sort of “rebuilding” will take 
place.

Will we restore our community, bring 
everyone back home, and maintain 
the diversity that has made our town 
special?

Or will this disaster become an 
excuse to “rebuild” with expensive 
houses that are profitable for the real 
estate industry but that most Talent 
residents can’t afford?

Talent residents are proud that this 
is a place where people from different 
backgrounds, cultures, and economic 
status feel welcome.

We are all going to have to work 
together to keep it that way.

HoW to Vote oN NoVember 3rd 
Jackson County Elections Office

Voters need to know that they will continue to use their current residential address even if it has been 
destroyed in a fire or other disaster.  It’s a simple process and has been used for years by Oregon County 
Clerks.  

1. If the voter has a location where they are staying, the voter can update their mailing address 
only so their ballot will be mailed to that location by:

a. Going to www.oregonvotes.gov and click My Vote to update their mailing address.  
b. Acquiring a paper voter registration form.  They are available at local offices:  USPS, MDV, Libraries, 

City Halls, Count Clerk’s offices or online at https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL500.pdf 
2. A voter who is displaced and temporarily out of the area can request an absentee ballot with an 

Absentee Ballot Request Form (SEL 11) https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL111.pdf
3. If the voter moves after updating their mailing address, they can correct it again as needed.
4. Be aware, Clerk’s cannot mail ballots to voters after Thursday, October 30th.  The voter would 

need to go to any County Clerk’s office to update their mailing address and receive a ballot.  
Questions?  Please call Jackson County Elections at 541-774-6148 or by email at elections@

jacksoncounty.org.  

tempered by fire, 
forging a Path together
by Stephanie Dolan, Seat 3

Greetings, friends and neighbors. 
My heart is with you all as we recover 
from the devastating Almeda Fire that 
ravaged so many of our homes and 
businesses. Many of us evacuated in 
a state of confusion and fear, with just 
the clothes on our backs, not knowing 
what would be left standing when we 
returned.  

Innumerable heroes emerged from 
the ashes and rubble within days of 
the conflagration. City staff worked 
tirelessly, continuing to put out literal 
and bureaucratic fires and restore our 
utilities and rights of way in record time. 
Local nonprofit staff and volunteers 
pushed through their exhaustion 
to ensure that water, generated 
power, food, information, and basic 
supplies reached mutual aid centers 
for distribution for our displaced and 
most vulnerable residents. Local 
restaurants helped to feed volunteers 
and community members, and local 
businesses squeezed in temporary 
office space for displaced businesses. 
And of course, hundreds of individuals 
stepped up and reached out to help 
those in need. Thank you, heroes! 

We now face the daunting task 
of rebuilding. City Manager Sandra 
Spelliscy issued an Executive Order on 
September 23rd to allow emergency 
transitional accommodations within the 
City’s Urban Growth Boundary, aimed 
to provide immediate relief to displaced 
families. Now we need to work in 
continued public-private partnerships 
to rebuild Talent as an equitable, safe, 
affordable, all-age friendly City. This 
will take all of us, working together, 
setting aside divisions, and supporting 
the best ideas that will help us to retain 
our character, retain our families, and 
remain #talentstrong. 
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a message from the talent urban renewal agency
During the September 16th Regular Board meeting, the Urban Renewal 

Agency’s Board of Directors initiated two efforts to help families affected by the 
Almeda Fire. In the meeting, the Board of Directors approved the launch of the 
Talent Recovers website and approved a concept plan to provide shelter for 
members of the community affected by the Almeda Fire. 

Staff has launched the Talent Recovers website after the meeting, which is 
accessible at talentrecovers.com. The Talent Recovers website aims to provide 
an online resource center for residents and businesses in Talent, Oregon affected 
by the Almeda Fire. The website also allows residents or businesses to submit 
their information to help our staff to communicate with the community and apply 
for future funding programs. 

During the September 16th Regular Board meeting, the Board of Directors also 
directed staff to complete due diligence regarding a shelter site on the Gateway 
Property. The Urban Renewal Agency’s Board of Directors is proactively working 
to identify sites, understand infrastructure requirements, and provide shelter 
to community members affected by the Fire. Following the meeting, Staff will 
continue to work with key stakeholders and City staff to understand the feasibility 
of a shelter site on the Gateway Site. 

I want to thank the Agency’s Board of Directors and staff for swiftly responding 
to fire and identifying programs and initiatives to help those affected by the fire. 

Darby Ayers-Flood
TURA Chair

Do i Have to Pay Property tax on my Destroyed 
Home or business? 

Property owners who have sustained damage or loss to their property as 
a result of the Almeda Fire may be eligible for a proration of the current year 
property taxes.  Individuals who have suffered damage or loss of their property 
due to the fires are strongly encouraged to file a proration form with the Jackson 
County Assessor’s office.

The form is called application for Proration of Property taxes Due to 
Damage by fire or act of God Applications must be filed with the Assessor’s 
office within 60 days of the damage or by June 30 of the tax year (2020-21), 
whichever is later.  Applications are available outside the County Assessor’s office 
at 10 S. Oakdale, Room 300.  They can be completed and placed in the marked 
box located on the wall outside the door.

The Application for Proration is also available from the following link:  https://
www.oregon.gov/dor/forms/FormsPubs/app-for-proration_310-083.pdf 

All property in Jackson County is valued as of January 1 of the tax year and 
assessed as of July 1. Applications will be processed after the assessment roll 
has been certified for the current 2020-21 tax year.  Your tax bill will reflect the 
original tax obligation due.  Prorations will be processed in conjunction with the 
Taxation office.

The Assessor’s and Taxation offices ask that property owners keep their records 
updated of any change of address by completing and returning a Change of 
Mailing Address form located on the Assessor’s website, https://jacksoncountyor.
org/assessor/General/Forms (property tax change of address) or by sending an 
email to: taxation@jacksoncounty.org.

For more information, visit the Jackson County Assessor’s Office website at 
https://jacksoncountyor.org/assessor.  General questions can be answered by 
calling the Assessor’s main line at 541-774-6059 or emailing assessors_office@
jacksoncounty.org.

*Spanish interpretive services available by appointment, please call: Maria 
Tworek at 541.774.6073

almeda fire Cleanup moves forward
By Sandra Spelliscy, Talent City Manager

The residents, business owners and friends of the city of Talent have lost so 
much over the last few weeks – homes, businesses, cherished pets and memories, 
and irreplaceable community connections. The city employees are saddened by 
these losses and are doing everything they can to ease the burden for community 
members and to bring the city back stronger than ever.

As everyone knows, this is not a quick or easy process – it will take time, 
patience and a lot of courage and perseverance on everyone’s part. One of the 
first big tasks is to get the fire-damaged areas of the city cleaned up and safe for 
rebuilding.

Jackson County and the City of Talent are recommending that property owners 
do not attempt to clean up their property themselves. Damaged properties likely 
contain many health and safety hazards such as asbestos, toxic chemicals, 
hazardous trees and other structural deficiencies. The soot and ash themselves 
from the fire contain fine particles that are a particular safety hazard when ingested 
into the lungs.

Complying with state and federal hazardous waste laws is complex and requires 
special licenses and certifications. Many homeowners and business insurance 
policies will not cover the full cost of cleanup, leaving property owners with large 
bills to pay.

The State of Oregon has arranged with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to undertake the first phase of the clean-up process. Teams from EPA will 
be in Talent in mid-October to begin removing large hazardous household waste 
(HHW) items such as propane tanks, pool and yard chemicals, cleaning products, 
pesticides, air conditioners and other appliances, and batteries. Removal and 
disposal costs for HHW will be paid for by the state and federal governments. 
Property owners will be asked to provide permission for teams to enter private 
property before any clean-up will begin.

Following removal of household hazardous waste, a larger clean-up process 
will be necessary to fully mitigate all hazards and remediate sites so that they 
can be rebuilt as homes or businesses. The State of Oregon continues to work 
with the federal government to reach an agreement on the scope and financial 
responsibility for the final clean-up, to relieve as much of the burden on property 
owners as possible, and to ensure that ALL damaged sites are available for 
rebuilding.

More information regarding clean-up assistance will be available in the near 
future. Please check the city website at www.cityoftalent.org to stay up-to-date.

debra.moon7@gmail.com • 530-570-5113

Page One Press Offers:
Writing Services, Classes, 
Presentations and Facilitation

Other Services Include:
• Editing or Organizing 
   Your Writing
• Exploring Publishing “How To’s”
• Grant Writing

Call or email Debra Moon, published author, 
to schedule or to inquire about services

OnlinE classEs 
availablE!


