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From the Mayor’s Office

Talent Council has been on a good long search 
to find a new City Manager who will lead the fine 
team at City Hall, managing excellent essential 
services and leading our goals into reality.  Time 
and effort has gone into a critical change in 
leadership, because we know the next 5 to 10 
years will be challenging and, in some ways, 
transformative for Talent.  We are pleased to 
have found a leader who will bring “good fit” 
experiences, skills and professional values, that 
will give Talent an edge into our next years.  Our 

search concluded in August; hiring Sandra Spelliscy to join the Talent team in 
pursuit of a new level of excellence!

Sandy comes from a background in rural, small town government, having 
served a four-year term as a member of the Mt. Shasta, California City Council. 
She is experienced in municipal planning and land use, having spent five years 
as a city planning commissioner. She grew up and attended college in southern 
California and earned a law degree at the University of California, Davis, which 
led to a decades-long career as an environmental professional and non-profit 
administrator, mostly in and around the state capitol in Sacramento. Sandy loves 
to travel and has lived abroad in Mexico, France, and Nicaragua. She speaks 
(almost) fluent Spanish. She and her husband recently relocated to Ashland 
from Mt Shasta, where they live in a net-zero home.

Please stop by City Hall sometime and give Sandy a warm Talent welcome.  
She is excited to engage with residents and hear from folks about what they feel 
are priorities for Talent.

The Flash, which occupies the following two pages, is a publication of the City of Talent and is editorially separate from the rest of the Talent News 
and Review.  All content and editorial choices contained in the rest of the paper are the sole responsibility of the TNR and are not in any way  
associated with the City of Talent.  -JG

THE FLASH

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood

The Bee City: Call for 
Volunteers  

The Bee City USA Talent 
Subcommittee would like to have 
more volunteers.  We promote 
activities and education regarding 
our pollinators, certify pollinator 
gardens with the Talent Garden 
Club, and participate in the Harvest 
Festival Parade.  Our meeting 
time is the second Tuesday of the 
month from 4:00 to 6:00.  Please 
call for our meeting place.

For further details, contact:  
Dolly Warden   

dolly.warden17@gmail.com 
541-897-9965

49th Annual Harvest Festival
By Erin Zelinka  
Harvest Festival Committee
Did you know that the City of Talent’s The Harvest Festival will take place this 
year on Saturday, October 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Talent City Hall and the 
skate park. 
The day kicks off at 8 a.m. with a 5k/10k race organized by Southern Oregon 
Runners, with an award ceremony afterward at The Grotto. 
At 10 a.m., the Grand Parade will start down Main Street, featuring Grand 
Marshall Lester Naught. Les was the Public Works Superintendent for over 30 
years, and we want to celebrate his service! The theme of the parade this year 
is Harvest Dreams.
There will be something for everyone, with musical performances by Emily Turn-
er (10:45 a.m. - Noon), Slow Corpse (12:30 - 2 p.m.) and The Brothers Reed 
(2:30 - 4 p.m.) on the main stage.
In the beer and wine garden, Caldera Brewing Company and Paschal Winery 
will serve up local beverages, and local food carts will also be onsite.
Children’s entertainment will include an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
two-person joust, demonstrations by ScienceWorks, balloon creations by Ingalls’ 
balloons and more.
The Harvest Home section is back with apple pressing, hens, the Rogue Valley 
Weavers & Spinners, and children’s vendor booths with organic veggies from 
the generous Fry Family Farm
The arts are represented as well, with local artisans with items for sale and live 
plein air painting by local artist Jenay Elder.
Please join us for this free, family-friendly, zero-waste event, which would not be 
possible without our generous community partners:
Providence Health & Services, Recology Ashland, Avista, RH2 Engineering, 
Pacific Power, Medicap Pharmacy, State Farm Insurance Agent Brad Linnell, 
Fabricated Glass, Middleway Acupuncture & Herbs, Welburn Electric, The Grot-
to, and Debi Rappaport, LMT & JSJ Practitioner.

Department Update
By Chief Tim Doney
It is that time of year when people are taking vacations. The Talent Police 
Department (TPD) is offering some common-sense tips that may help you 
not fall victim to thieves and burglars when you are away. Please take a few 
moments to think about and implement a plan before leaving on vacation.

• Install good locks on doors and windows and use them;

• Make sure your residence looks occupied; utilize timers on lights, 
radios and/or televisions;

• Ask neighbors to watch your residence or ask TPD to perform vacation 
home checks while you are gone; call TPD at 541-535-1253 for more 
information on home checks conducted by volunteers;

• Notify the US Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx to hold deliveries while 
away or arrange for a neighbor or relative to pick up your mail and 
newspaper while you are gone;

• Have a neighbor place a garbage can at the street on the normal pick-
up date and return it;

• Do not announce your absence on personal answering machines or 
social media.

• 
Please contact us with any non-emergency questions and concerns at 541-
535-1253 and, of course, 911 for emergencies.
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Volunteer Serice  
Awards

The Volunteer Service Award will 
now be awarded on a quarterly 

basis hosted by the City of Talent. 
Nominate your favorite local 

volunteers at Talent City Hall or 
online at bit.ly/VSAnominatons. 

Election Schedule
The Jackson County General  

Election will take place on  
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Prospective candidates should 
keep the following timeline in mind:

Sept. 10, 2018: Last day to file 
candidate statements for voters’ 
pamphlet. 

Nov. 6, 2018: General Election 
Day.

For further details, visit   
www.cityoftalent.org/elections. 
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Energy News: Reduce Your May Energy Bill
Amidst the changes with COVID-19 pandemic, residents are spending more time at home which can lead to an increase in energy bills. During 

this stay-at-home order, I will focus my articles on some simple ways for Talent residents to reduce their energy costs. 
With that said, May’s article will focus on how to make laundry more efficient! A typical American household uses 6% of their household’s energy 

drying clothes and with a couple of simple tricks and changes, you can dramatically reduce the amount of energy you use! Here is a list of some 
changes you can make:

Wash Only Full Loads: Most machines use the same amount of water with half load and full load
Dry Clothes Outside in Good Weather: Use the free solar energy! This can reduce energy used for laundry by 60%
Set Your Machine to Most Efficient Setting: Prevent over washing or over drying which drives up energy cost
Clean the Dryer Lint Filter Before Each Load: This allows the dryer to operate more efficiently 
Wash on Cold Cycle: 90% of the energy used in washing machine is for heating hot water
Buy an ENERGY STAR-Certified Washer: Uses 25% less energy & 33% less water (Energy Trust of Oregon has incentives available—you can 

find them on their website)

If anyone would like more information about these activities, please contact me via email (below). If you make some changes to your laundry 
habits, let me know by sending me a picture or email! 

Michael Hoch
City of Talent - Energy Efficiency Coordinator & RARE Participant 
mhoch@cityoftalent.org

Official Newsletter of the  
City of Talent

Edited by Gabriella Ciprazo
www.cityoftalent.org

541-535-1566
gciprazo@cityoftalent.org

May 2020
Volume 20 
Issue 5

NOXIOUS VEGETATION ABATEMENT NOTICE

Not a fan of that all-too familiar smoke and haze brought on by wildfire 
season? We can keep wildfires out of our backyard by doing a little pre-
ventive work to keep noxious vegetation at bay.

Just what IS noxious vegetation? Talent Municipal Code (TMC) 8.05 
defines Noxious Vegetation as: weeds or grass more than six inches 
high on/after May 15th, poison oak or poison ivy, blackberry bushes that 
extend into a public thoroughfare or across a property line, vegetation 
listed on the noxious weed list promulgated by the Oregon Dept of Agri-
culture’s Plant Division, and vegetation that is: (a) a health hazard, (b) 
fire hazard, or (c) traffic hazard because it impairs the view of a public 
thoroughfare or otherwise makes use of the thoroughfare hazardous.

Simply put, during Summer Season, weeds must be maintained no 
taller than 6 inches above the ground. The season begins May 15th 
and lasts to September 30th or the end of fire season as determined by 
Oregon Dept of Forestry, whichever is later.

Adhering to these important regulations will protect our community 
and benefit air quality. Please continually assess your property and take 
action if necessary. Violating TMC Ch. 8.05 could result in a 48-hour 
compliance notice and if not abated, a fine of up to $500. 

For more information on the City’s Noxious Vegetation requirements, 
please visit www.cityoftalent.org and click Departments, then Commu-
nity Development.  

TAlENT POlICE DEPARTMENT
local Grocery and Pharmacy Delivery 

Available in City of Talent
Grocery Services

In order to assist the City of Talent’s more vulnerable population and 
promote social distancing, the Talent Police Department in conjunction 
with Ray’s Food Place  is offering a grocery pick-up and delivery service 
for individuals known to be vulnerable to the effects of Covid-19 for the 
duration of the governor’s executive order.  (65 years of age and older, 
disabled and/or those with a life threatening pre-existing medical condi-
tion.)

To participate, City of Talent residents must do the following:
-Contact Ray’s Food Place (Talent) at 541-535-2613 during normal 

business hours to request 
  delivery service.
-Order your groceries and arrange payment with business.
-Ray’s Food Place will make arrangements to deliver your groceries to 

your doorstep with
  the assistance of the Talent Police Department.
-This service is being provided to City of Talent residents as time per-

mits.
Pharmacy Services

The Talent Medicap Pharmacy offers free delivery service within a 
10-mile radius every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoon. The 
delivery service is free, but they must collect any payment for the item(s) 
upon delivery. They only accept exact cash change or checks for deliver-
ies, no cards. 

Talent Medicap Pharmacy – 541-535-5843
Please stay safe and healthy following the recommendations of local, 

state and national health authorities!


