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From the Mayor’s Office

Talent Council has been on a good long search 
to find a new City Manager who will lead the fine 
team at City Hall, managing excellent essential 
services and leading our goals into reality.  Time 
and effort has gone into a critical change in 
leadership, because we know the next 5 to 10 
years will be challenging and, in some ways, 
transformative for Talent.  We are pleased to 
have found a leader who will bring “good fit” 
experiences, skills and professional values, that 
will give Talent an edge into our next years.  Our 

search concluded in August; hiring Sandra Spelliscy to join the Talent team in 
pursuit of a new level of excellence!

Sandy comes from a background in rural, small town government, having 
served a four-year term as a member of the Mt. Shasta, California City Council. 
She is experienced in municipal planning and land use, having spent five years 
as a city planning commissioner. She grew up and attended college in southern 
California and earned a law degree at the University of California, Davis, which 
led to a decades-long career as an environmental professional and non-profit 
administrator, mostly in and around the state capitol in Sacramento. Sandy loves 
to travel and has lived abroad in Mexico, France, and Nicaragua. She speaks 
(almost) fluent Spanish. She and her husband recently relocated to Ashland 
from Mt Shasta, where they live in a net-zero home.

Please stop by City Hall sometime and give Sandy a warm Talent welcome.  
She is excited to engage with residents and hear from folks about what they feel 
are priorities for Talent.

The Flash, which occupies the following two pages, is a publication of the City of Talent and is editorially separate from the rest of the Talent News 
and Review.  All content and editorial choices contained in the rest of the paper are the sole responsibility of the TNR and are not in any way  
associated with the City of Talent.  -JG

THE FLASH

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood

The Bee City: Call for 
Volunteers  

The Bee City USA Talent 
Subcommittee would like to have 
more volunteers.  We promote 
activities and education regarding 
our pollinators, certify pollinator 
gardens with the Talent Garden 
Club, and participate in the Harvest 
Festival Parade.  Our meeting 
time is the second Tuesday of the 
month from 4:00 to 6:00.  Please 
call for our meeting place.

For further details, contact:  
Dolly Warden   

dolly.warden17@gmail.com 
541-897-9965

49th Annual Harvest Festival
By Erin Zelinka  
Harvest Festival Committee
Did you know that the City of Talent’s The Harvest Festival will take place this 
year on Saturday, October 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Talent City Hall and the 
skate park. 
The day kicks off at 8 a.m. with a 5k/10k race organized by Southern Oregon 
Runners, with an award ceremony afterward at The Grotto. 
At 10 a.m., the Grand Parade will start down Main Street, featuring Grand 
Marshall Lester Naught. Les was the Public Works Superintendent for over 30 
years, and we want to celebrate his service! The theme of the parade this year 
is Harvest Dreams.
There will be something for everyone, with musical performances by Emily Turn-
er (10:45 a.m. - Noon), Slow Corpse (12:30 - 2 p.m.) and The Brothers Reed 
(2:30 - 4 p.m.) on the main stage.
In the beer and wine garden, Caldera Brewing Company and Paschal Winery 
will serve up local beverages, and local food carts will also be onsite.
Children’s entertainment will include an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
two-person joust, demonstrations by ScienceWorks, balloon creations by Ingalls’ 
balloons and more.
The Harvest Home section is back with apple pressing, hens, the Rogue Valley 
Weavers & Spinners, and children’s vendor booths with organic veggies from 
the generous Fry Family Farm
The arts are represented as well, with local artisans with items for sale and live 
plein air painting by local artist Jenay Elder.
Please join us for this free, family-friendly, zero-waste event, which would not be 
possible without our generous community partners:
Providence Health & Services, Recology Ashland, Avista, RH2 Engineering, 
Pacific Power, Medicap Pharmacy, State Farm Insurance Agent Brad Linnell, 
Fabricated Glass, Middleway Acupuncture & Herbs, Welburn Electric, The Grot-
to, and Debi Rappaport, LMT & JSJ Practitioner.

Department Update
By Chief Tim Doney
It is that time of year when people are taking vacations. The Talent Police 
Department (TPD) is offering some common-sense tips that may help you 
not fall victim to thieves and burglars when you are away. Please take a few 
moments to think about and implement a plan before leaving on vacation.

• Install good locks on doors and windows and use them;

• Make sure your residence looks occupied; utilize timers on lights, 
radios and/or televisions;

• Ask neighbors to watch your residence or ask TPD to perform vacation 
home checks while you are gone; call TPD at 541-535-1253 for more 
information on home checks conducted by volunteers;

• Notify the US Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx to hold deliveries while 
away or arrange for a neighbor or relative to pick up your mail and 
newspaper while you are gone;

• Have a neighbor place a garbage can at the street on the normal pick-
up date and return it;

• Do not announce your absence on personal answering machines or 
social media.

• 
Please contact us with any non-emergency questions and concerns at 541-
535-1253 and, of course, 911 for emergencies.
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Volunteer Serice  
Awards

The Volunteer Service Award will 
now be awarded on a quarterly 

basis hosted by the City of Talent. 
Nominate your favorite local 

volunteers at Talent City Hall or 
online at bit.ly/VSAnominatons. 

Election Schedule
The Jackson County General  

Election will take place on  
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Prospective candidates should 
keep the following timeline in mind:

Sept. 10, 2018: Last day to file 
candidate statements for voters’ 
pamphlet. 

Nov. 6, 2018: General Election 
Day.

For further details, visit   
www.cityoftalent.org/elections. 
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From the Mayor’s Office
With the Budget process behind us, 

I would like to thank all of the Budget 
Committee members for their excellent 
service to Talent. Chair Ken Baker did 
a great job wielding the gavel, while 
making sure the discussions about the 
City finances were robust! I believe 
our budget is better because of these 
amazing volunteers.

Summer is in full swing, which is 
when you will find that Talent has 

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood
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a lot of really fun business activities and events happening 
throughout the City. Keep your eyes on social media for the fun 
stuff and please be sure to make it your mission to take your 
dollar down town, now and then. The Friday Evening Market 
and Talent Maker City both have calendars to definitely keep 
an eye on and there are a couple of Facebook pages specific 
to Talent that keeps up with the announcements.

Applications are coming in from folks who want to get 
involved in Talent, by joining City Commissions and 
Committees. Service to this community is a particularly 
enjoyable experience. I highly recommend it. Talent is looking 
for someone just like you! Openings are listed on the City of 
Talent website. www.cityoftalent.org. Or you can call City Hall 
at (541)535-1566 to get you application going.

Talent Police Department

The Talent Police Department recently partnered with the 
Oregon Health Science School of Nursing and the Southern 
Oregon Education Service District to conduct an outreach 
survey titled “Exploring How the Latino Community and Tal-
ent Police Department (TPD) Interact.”  Nursing students 
conducted surveys of both police department members as 
well as members of the Talent Latino community.  Overall, the 
Latino community rated Talent as a very safe community and 
gave positive reviews for the interaction between Latino com-
munity members and TPD.   The nursing students involved in 
the survey made the following three recommendations to the 
department:

-Continue building trust through community activities.
-Initial training and annual refresher regarding interpreter 

services.
-Opportunities for TPD employees to engage in Spanish 

language training.
Talent PD is currently the smallest agency in Jackson Coun-

ty who has participated in this type of survey.
In the coming months, the department will be looking for 

opportunities to implement the recommendations developed 
as a result of this survey.

Chief Tim Doney

TALENT FRIENDS OF TREES NEWS 

Hello Tree Lovers!  Talent Friends of Trees are currently looking for the 
following;

1. Tree Seedlings 
2. Manure
3. Volunteers  
Talent Friends of Trees is a community tree nursery started several years ago 

by local citizens.  We collect seedlings, and give them away as soon as they 
are mature enough to plant.  In addition, we look for volunteers to help care 
for these seedlings throughout the year, by weeding, watering, repotting, and 
collecting various materials for our nursery.  

The nursery is located adjacent to Public Works.
If you are interested in getting involved, please contact Sharon Anderson 

(541-) 535-9055 or email scanderson1@charter.net  

Talent Zero Waste Team
Save the Date
Waste Not Film Series

Just Eat It | A Food Waste Movie
Thursday, July 25, 6:30pm
Downtowne Coffee House
Bring the whole family and join the community!
Free. Snacks & Beverages. Fun.

Bring Your Own To-Go Campaign
Featuring: “May the Fork Be With You” at Downtowne Coffee 
House
Get a metal fork for .25c deposit with your takeout. 
When you return a metal fork you get .25c back.
You got it!

50th Annual Talent Harvest Festival 2019
Saturday, September 21, 10am-4pm
A Free, Family-Friendly, Zero-Waste Event  |  www.CityofTalent.org/harvestfestival
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Caring for Our Planet, One “R” at a Time

Reduce – Use Less Stuff
When we buy and use less stuff, we use fewer resources and make less 
garbage. Reducing stops garbage before it starts. Reduce is the “R” with 
the most impact. 
You can reduce by shopping smart. Look at the packaging you buy. 
Consider buying durable instead of disposable. These decisions effect 
how full your garbage and recycling cart will be at the end of the week. 

Reuse – Use Items Again and Again
Using something over and over, rather than buying it new each time, 
helps conserve resources and make less garbage.
Reuse it; use it up; wear it out. If the item is still in good condition, sell 
it, swap it, or share it with a friend. Repair it, and reuse it again. 

Recycle – Turn It in to Something New
The contents of your recycling cart become the “raw materials” 
manufacturers use to make new products. By recycling you conserve 
natural resources. 
Recycling programs often vary widely by city. To reduce contamination, 
always check your local list of “what goes” before placing items in your 
cart. 

  5 Realistic Things You Can Do to Reduce Waste 
#1 Smart Shopping How full your garbage (and recycling) cart 
can get depends on the decisions you make while shopping. Consider 
staying away from single use products, and opt to buy in bulk whenever 
possible. 

#2 Reused Shopping Thrift stores, consignment shops, garage 
sales, and antique shops are a great way to practice environmental and 
fiscal conservation. 

#3 Compost Turn your yard debris into valuable garden nutrients 
at home, or call 541-482-1471 to sign up for bi-weekly yard debris 
collection service with Recology. 

#4 Use the Smallest Garbage Can Once incentive to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle is to make your garbage can a limited 
resource – one that requires thoughtfulness before using. 

#5 Rent Getting ready to power wash, or begin a home improvement 
project? If you intend to use a piece of equipment for a one-time 
project, why buy it? Rent it! 

  2018 Recycling Summary
  (Ashland & Talent)

Type of 
Material

2018 Totals

Mixed Recycling 2,185.7 tons

Cardboard 1,192.8 tons

Glass 961.2 tons

Scrap Metal 229.8 tons

Used Motor Oil 14.2 tons

Offering a carefully curated selection of new 
and used vinyl records and botanical goods

We pay cash for your records! Any size collection. Call for an appointment. 

 Located in Downtown Talent just a few miles north of Ashland. 

We stock a carefully curated selection of new and used 
vinyl records and goods. New arrivals daily!

SHEPHERD
GOTFRIDGROUP

Relocating to Southern Oregon, or looking for a new 
home to meet your changing lifestyle?

We can help.

ashlandmedfordre.com

DAN SHEPHERD
541-941-3533
ERIC GOTFRID
541-499-8569

Mirna Silva  
541.301.1860

mirna.affordablehouseclean@gmail.com

Experienced Quality
Insured

License # 0322929

PO Box 1053
Phoenix, OR 97535

AFFORDABLE 

HOUSE 

CLEANING

NEW CLIENT
SPECIAL
10% OFF


