
Impact of MWC Water Rate Increase 
 
The Water Commission has proposed the follow rate increase for their “Other Cities Rates”. See insert 
from the Medford Water Commission’s report below. 

 
This rate schedule represents a 
41.9% increase in the base meter 
charge, a 41.8% increase in the 
summer block rate per 1,000 
gallons, a 60.4% increase in the 
winter block rate per 1,000 
gallons and implementation of a 
$469.79 per month Conservation 
Project Surcharge. 
 
The proposed rates have been 
applied to the FY 2014/15 water 
expenditures for the City of 
Talent.  The City of Talent portion 
of the TAP base rate would 
increase by $1,155 annually. The 
gallonage charges would increase 
by approximately $75,000 
annually and the conservation 
surcharge would add another 
$2,115.  The total increased cost 
of water to the City would be 
$78,230 annually for the City 
based on the City’s water 
consumption in FY 2015. 

 
 

 
Returning the City of Talent Base Rates back to the 2002 rate schedule shown below generates 
approximately $114,000 in revenue annually net of any associated charge in lieu of franchise fees.  The 
majority of the Talent’s water customers have a 5/8” meter.  The monthly rate increase for a 5/8” meter 
would be $4.14 per month or just under $50 annually. 

 



 
 
In addition to the rate increase proposed by the Medford Water Commission, the City’s Water Utility 
must upgrade the SCADA communication system and complete capital maintenance on the Regional 
Booster Pump Station and Talent Booster Pump Station as part of the TAP Intertie with the Cities of 
Phoenix and Ashland.  The City’s portion of the SCADA system is estimated at $50,000.  The SCADA 
system monitors the flow of water through the system, monitors and maintains reservoir levels and 
sends system alerts.  The City of Talent’s portion of capital maintenance cost for the TAP Intertie over 
the next ten years is estimated at $95,000. 
 
Returning to the 2002 City of Talent Base Rates would generate the revenue needed to cover the 
Medford Water Commission proposed rate increase, capital maintenance of the TAP Intertie system and 
funding for future distribution system infrastructure improvements outlined in the City’s Capital 
Improvement Plan.  
 


