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Study Session, Regular Council & TURA meetings are digitally recorded and will be available  

on the City website: www.cityoftalent.org.  

 

The audio recording of this meeting is combined with the Study Session meeting. This meeting 
starts at audio time stamp 1:01:14).    
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call at 7:00 p.m.   

Members Present: Members Absent: 

Mayor Ayers-Flood  
Councilor Ponomareff  
Councilor Clark 
Councilor Berlant 
Councilor Dolan 
Councilor Harrison 

Councilor Land 

Also Present: 

Sandra Spelliscy, City Manager 
Zac Moody, Community Development Director 
Gabriella Shahi, City Recorder  
Chief Doney, Talent Police Department 
Bret Marshall, Public Works Director 
Kurt Sexton, Finance Director 

 
2. Additions/Corrections to Agenda (1:03:23) 

 

• Council and Staff discussed adding items to the Consent Agenda.  
 
Motion (1:05:19): Councilor Ponomareff moved to add, as the first item under New Business, a 
discussion to direct Staff to have the city’s Land Use Attorney attend the next Planning Commission 
meeting on July 28. Councilor Clark seconded.  
Discussion: Staff recommended against putting this item in front of the other New Business.  

Motion to amend (1:06:45) Councilor Ponomareff moved to add a discussion to direct Staff to 
have the city’s Land Use attorney attend the next Planning Commission meeting on July 28 as 
item 10.3. Councilor Clark Seconded.  
Discussion: None. 

Vote: 4 ayes, 1 nay (Harrison). Motion carries.  
 

3. Community Announcements (1:08:22) 
 

None. 
 

4. Speakers Heard on Non-Agenda Items (1:08:39) 
 

None.  
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5. City Manager & Department Head Reports (1:10:09) 
 

Staff Report – City Manager 
 
There will not be a Council meeting on August 5 due to the designated summer recess.  

 
6. Public Presentations (1:10:33) 

 
None.  

 
7. Public Hearings (1:10:36) 
 

7.1  Public Hearing on 2020 Emergency Small Business and Micro-enterprise Grant 
Assistance Program – CDBG 

 
Staff Report – City Manager 

 
The City of Talent is eligible to apply for a 2020 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from 
the Business Oregon. Community Development Block Grant funds come from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The grants can be used for public facilities and housing 
improvements, primarily for persons with low and moderate incomes. 
 
Approximately $12 million will be awarded to Oregon non-metropolitan cities and counties in 2020. 
The maximum grant that a city or county can receive is $150,000 for the 2020 Emergency Small 
Businesses and Micro-Enterprise Grant Assistance Program (SBMA). The City of Talent is preparing 
a joint application for a 2020 CDBG SBMA grant from the Business Oregon with jurisdictions the 
cities of Phoenix and Jackson County (unincorporated areas only) for 2020 COVID-related 
Emergency Small Business Assistance. It is estimated that the proposed project will benefit at least 
50 persons, of whom 100% will be low or moderate income. 
 
Additionally, it is anticipated that up to $18 million in CARES Act funding will be awarded to Oregon 
non- metropolitan cities and counties in 2020, 40% of which will be designated to the CDBG small 
business support program. The City of Talent intends to apply for the maximum grant amount allowed 
under this forthcoming CARES Act funding. It is estimated that any projects under this program will 
benefit small businesses and/or persons, of whom 100% will be low or moderate income. 
A public hearing to discuss the proposal will be held Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 6:45 pm. To 
comply with Governor Brown’s stay at home order, in-person testimony will not be allowed at public 
hearings. The purpose of this hearing is for the City to obtain citizen views and to respond to 
questions and comments about: community development and housing needs, especially the needs of 
low- and moderate-income persons, as well as other needs in the community that might be assisted 
with a Community Development Block Grant project; and the proposed project. 
 
Permanent involuntary displacement of persons or businesses is not anticipated as a result from the 
proposed project. If displacement becomes necessary, alternatives will be examined to minimize the 
displacement and provide required/reasonable benefits to those displaced. Any low- and moderate-
income housing that is demolished or converted to another use will be replaced. 
 
Public Hearing was opened at 7:17 p.m. and closed at 7:24 p.m. No public comment was made.  
 
Discussion: 
 

• Council and Staff discussed the application process and requirements for this grant 
opportunity.  

• Council and Staff discussed how the grant funding will be used.   

• Council and Staff discussed the timeframe for applications.  

• Council and Staff discussed the decision-making process of joining with Phoenix and 
Jackson County for this grant opportunity.  
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8. Consent Calendar (1:26:44) 
 
8.1   July 1, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
8.2   Talent Public Arts Committee (TPAC) Membership Changes 
8.3  Economic Development Commission Appointment 
8.4  OLCC License – Grotto Pizzeria 
8.5   OLCC License – Art Bop Brewery 
8.6   June 2020 Check Report   
 
Discussion: 

• Councilor Dolan gave her recommendation for the applicant to the Economic Development 
Commission. Mayor Ayers-Flood stated her acceptance of the liaison’s recommendation for 
this appointment.   

 
Motion (1:28:37): Councilor Ponomareff moved to adopt the Consent Agenda with the exception of 
8.1. Councilor Clark seconded. 
Discussion: None. 
Vote: All ayes. Motion carries.  
 
Discussion:  

• Council and Staff discussed the letter Mayor and Council received from Talent resident 
Rebecca Gyarrmathy and having it added to the July 1 meeting minutes.  

• Council and Staff discussed reference documents and public records laws.  

• Council and Staff discussed appending the letter as well as the response letter from Sherriff 
Sickler.  

 
Motion (1:37:56): Councilor Clark moved to approve the minutes for the July 1 Council meeting. 
Councilor Ponomareff seconded. Motion was amended. 
Discussion: Motion was amended.  
Vote: All ayes. Motion carries.  
  

(Amendment was made after the vote on the initial motion) Motion to amend (1:38:22): 
Councilor Clark moved that the minutes be amended to refer to the letter from Rebecca 
Gyarmathy in that section. Councilor Ponomareff seconded.  
Discussion: Council and Staff discussed that minutes are completed based on the 
understanding that audio is retained, which is the actual, full record of the meeting.  
Vote: 4 ayes, 1 nay (Harrison). Amendment passes.  

 
9. Unfinished Business (1:41:01) 

9.1    Parks Master Plan 

Staff Report – Community Development Director 

The City of Talent’s current park system master plan was completed in 2006 by a Community 
Planning Workshop team. The City of Talent is experiencing both shifting demographics and 
population growth. In response to this, the city is currently reviewing its UGB and will likely add more 
lands. The Parks Master Plan involves a comprehensive review of many different strategies, 
opportunities, facilities, etc.  

Park and recreation planning typically occurs at three levels. The City is currently planning for the first 
level; system-wide parks planning. This 2020 Parks Master Plan is intended to replace all previous 
master planning efforts. It is not intended as an update to previous work. While population growth and 
associated development has placed demands upon the City for services, it has been able to maintain 
a quality of life for the residents substantially through the park and recreation system.  

Over the course of several months the public, stakeholders and City staff provided information on 
what the City of Talent is providing in parks and recreation facilities, programs, and services. The 
2020 Park Master Plan has been recommended for approval by the Park Commission. Upon approval 
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by the City Council, staff can begin the process of a Comprehensive Plan amendment, to update the 
Park Element.  

Discussion: 

• Council and Staff discussed suspension and start time of fees. 

• Council and Staff discussed impacts of delaying imposition of fees for an additional six 
months.  

• Council and Staff discussed construction costs. 

• Council and Staff discussed informing residents of fee considerations. 

• Council and Staff discussed different ways to inform residents.  

• Council and Staff discussed including a notification with the utility bill, an article in the Flash 
explaining the fee considerations, and ensuring inclusivity with all residents.  

• Council and Staff discussed separating the financial analysis portion from the Parks Master 
Plan.  

• Council and Staff discussed fees being enacted by Ordinances.   

• Council and Staff discussed the information on the City website. 
 
Community Speakers: 
 

• Tuula Rebhahn (Ashland, OR) 
Rebhahn spoke as a representative for the Friends of the Wagner Creek group and 
discussed giving citizens notice for the fee increases. Rebhahn shared environmental 
concerns about the path along the creek. 

 
Motion (2:16:18): Councilor Clark moved to postpone item 9.1 to a future meeting and to direct Staff 
to notify Talent residents through a public notice and an article in The Flash that explains the fee 
increases that are being considered by the Council in accordance with the Draft Parks Master Plan. 
Councilor Ponomareff seconded.  
Discussion: None. 
Vote: 4 ayes, 1 nay (Harrison). Motion carries.  

 
 
10. New Business (2:20:50) 
 

10.1  2020-963-O Elections Ordinance (second reading) (2:20:55) 
 

Staff Report – City Manager  
 
The city’s current election ordinance allows qualified electors to secure nomination to run in a city 
election by filing a nomination petition with at least 20 signatures from Talent voters during the 
applicable filing period. State law allows nomination by payment of a filing fee as well, if that 
option is specified in the city’s charter or by ordinance.  
 
With the advent of the current public health emergency, many jurisdictions are adding a payment 
in lieu of petition option for the November 2020 general election. This option would provide a 
safer alternative for candidates wishing to file for office, particularly those who are in higher-risk 
categories because of age or existing medical conditions. Staff is recommending a $50.00 filing 
fee, which is in line with other statutory filing fees for local government offices. (This was reduced 
by Council to $20.00 at the July 1 meeting.)  
 
Because there has not been the opportunity to have a larger discussion regarding the payment in 
lieu of petition option, staff is recommending that this new provision only be in place for the 2020 
election cycle. If Council wishes to continue the practice, it can do so by renewing the ordinance 
permanently before the provision’s sunset date. The ordinance also has an emergency clause, 
which will allow it to take effect immediately upon second reading. 
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Motion (2:21:54): Councilor Ponomareff moved to approve Ordinance 2020-963-O an ordinance 
prescribing procedures for candidate elections in the City of Talent and declaring an emergency, by 
title only. Councilor Dolan and Councilor Clark both seconded. 
Discussion: Council and Staff discussed pronouns in the ordinance. Council and Staff discussed 
process of changing the Ordinance. 
Vote: All ayes. Motion carries. 

 
(Amendment was made after the vote on the initial motion) Motion to amend (2:22:35): 
Councilor Berlant moved to amend the Ordinance to extend the pronouns of his/hers/theirs that is 
identified in the added section C of section 3 to all references of pronouns in the Ordinance. 
Councilor Dolan seconded then later withdrew her second. Amendment fails for lack of a second.   

 
10.2  TPAC Budget Request (2:28:58)  

 
Staff Report – City Manager 
 
The Talent Public Arts Committee has requested $1,100 in funding from this year’s budget 
appropriation. The funding would cover nine artist stipends of $100 each for artists who conduct 
online art workshops. The remaining $200 would be for supplies for a community peace flag project.  
 
Historically, Council has considered full year budgets from its committees and commissions early in 
the fiscal year. Over the last two years, only a small percentage of the funds requested and approved 
have actually been spent.  
 
Staff is recommending a new approach this year that would ask for funding requests when projects 
are much closer to a ready state, and not expect committees and commissions to prepare a proposed 
budget for an entire year in advance.  
 
In this case, since the online community art workshops are a new endeavor, staff recommends that 
Council approve $100 for a pilot project first, and then consider later appropriations after the 
committee has had some experience with this new approach. Staff also recommends that the TPAC 
representatives provide more detail to Council regarding the peace flag project 
 
Community Speakers: 
 

• Colette Paré-Miller, TPAC Representative (Talent, OR) 
Paré-Miller discussed the events and outreach opportunities that TPAC will be doing to 
encourage social distancing, like virtual artist workshops as well as the Flags of Hope 
(formerly Peace Flag) project.  TPAC is hoping to hold the first workshop on Saturday, 
September 26 with the artist Cathy Dorris. Paré-Miller requested $200 for the Flags of Hope 
Campaign and $100 for the first artist workshop.  

 
Discussion:  
 

• Council and Staff discussed the current balance in the discretionary fund.  

• Council and Staff discussed requirements to use the fence between the Depot building and 
the Community Center for the proposed Flags of Hope campaign.  

• Council and Staff discussed options for an art display in Talent.  
 
Motion (2:44:02): Councilor Berlant moved to approve $300from the Council Discretionary Fund to 
TPAC for supplies for the community Flags of Hope project and one artist stipend for the time being 
and to see Staff’s recommendation articulated in detail in the pending Committee Commission Board 
policy and have that added to the earliest available agenda for discussion. Councilor Clark seconded. 
Discussion: None.  
Vote: all ayes. Motion carries.  

 
10.3  Discussion Re: Land Use Attorney (2:48:47) 
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Motion (2:49:30): Councilor Ponomareff moved to direct Staff to have the city’s Land Use Attorney 
attend the July 28, 2020 Planning Commission meeting regarding the Talent View Estates 
application. Councilor Clark seconded. The motion was withdrawn.  
 
 
10.4  City Social Media Policy (3:03:35) 
 
Staff Report – City Manager  
 
At its December 18, 2019 meeting Council first considered a draft social media policy. Council then 
held study sessions on January 29 and July 15, and now has before it a draft social media and 
electronic communications policy for its consideration. 
 
Discussion: 
 

• Council and Staff discussed how the different sections of the policy were developed.  

• Council and Staff discussed having examples in the policy. 

• Council and Staff discussed adding another section about cautious guidance on official social 
media pages.  
 

No official action was taken.  
 
11. Committee Reports (3:15:03) 

Planning Commission – Councilor Ponomareff 

• Planning Commission is in the middle of a quasi-judicial hearing on Talent View Estates.  
Traffic Safety Transportation Committee – Councilor Harrison 

• A meeting will soon occur to address issues raised by Talent residents.  
IPM Committee and Economic Development Commission – Councilor Dolan 

• Meetings are being scheduled. 
Together for Talent – Councilor Berlant 

• Virtual meetings have been occurring and new members are wanted.  
Urban Forestry Committee and Parks Commission – Councilor Clark 

• Meetings have not occurred due to COVID-19, but meetings will resume soon.  
 

12. Other Business & Future Agenda Items (3:19:25) 

• Council and Staff discussed the official Talent Facebook page.  

• Council and Staff discussed putting Committee openings on the website’s home page. 

Motion (3:21:11): Councilor Berlant moved to direct a broad rule that the default use of pronouns to 
be inclusive of he, she, and they. Councilor Ponomareff seconded. The motion was withdrawn.  
 
Motion (3:26:02): Councilor Berlant moved to have an item added to the next agenda that includes a 
discussion of asking that Staff default to the use of inclusive pronouns. Councilor Ponomareff 
seconded. 
Discussion: None.  
Vote: 4 ayes, 1 nay (Harrison). Motion passes.   
 
Discussion (cont.): 
 

• Council and Staff discussed adding a future agenda item regarding the Ad-Hoc Civil Rights 
Committee. 

• Council and Staff discussed procedures for Committee membership.  
 
Motion (3:30:32): Councilor Ponomareff moved to extend the meeting five minutes. Councilor Clark 
seconded. 
Discussion: None. 
Vote: 2 ayes (Ponomareff, Clark), 3 nays (Berlant, Dolan, Harrison). Motion fails.  
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13. Commission and Committee Approved Minutes  

Not discussed.  
 

14. Written Communications 

14.1  Letter from Clarkie Clark Re: Parks Master Plan   

Not discussed.  

15. Adjournment at 9:30 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted by: 
 

_____________________________________  
Gabriella Shahi, City Recorder 

 

Note: These minutes and the entire agenda packet, including staff reports, referenced documents, resolutions and ordinances are 

posted on the City of Talent website (www.cityoftalent.org) after each meeting. The minutes are not a verbatim record: the narrative 

has been condensed and paraphrased to reflect the discussions and decisions made. 


